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Dear BOTSFA members!

www.botsfa.nu 
is continuously being updated. 

Welcome to visit us!

Last time I wrote a letter to 
botsfa members, it was full 
autumn, rainy and dark. This 
time it is full winter and a 
Sunday in February in splendid 
sunshine with snow glittering 
therein. The temperature is just 
right, about minus 5° C.

botsfa Annual General 
Meeting is approaching and 
some work has to be done 
before everything gets into its 
right place. The Invitation and 
Annual Report 2009 have been 
sent to you and we are just 
now making the Program for 
the agm and after events on 
March 20, 2010. I am looking 
forward to seeing you there on 
that day at Etnografiska  
Museet!

Our main article in this 
issue of Dumela Newsletter is 
about Lena Sund, Head of 
Politics, Trade, Press and Infor-
mation, at the eu-delegation in 

Gaborone. Enjoy reading the 
interesting information!

botsfa has noticed an 
increasing amount of questions 
from students and tourists 
about Botswana. This fact has 
resulted in a bigger amount of 
members to the Association. 
We do hope that this continues 
and that »the new generation« 
of Swedes and Batswana will 
be interested in contributing 
to the Association in one way 
or another. Please don’t hesi-
tate to write about your own 
experiences of Botswana. I 
believe that both »oldtimers« 
and »newcomers« would like to 
share memories and see botsfa 
continue to exist for many years 
to come! 

UNESCO selected Tsodilo 
Hills as Botswana’s World Her-
itage Site in 2001. Now, a book 
Tsodilo Hills – Copper Bracelet 
of the Kalahari, has recently 

been published, edited by Alec 
Campbell, Larry Robbins and 
Michael Taylor. Visit www.
botsfa.nu to read more about 
the long awaited book. You will 
also find information on other 
books as well on the site.

Looking forward to another 
interesting year for Botswana 
Sweden Friendship Associa-
tion, I wish you a pleasant end 
of winter and a sunny and 
warm spring! Enjoy the snow 
while it lasts and welcome the 
flowers! 

Take good care of yourselves.

Ulla Odqvist,
botsfa’s Chairperson
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The european Commis-
sion (changed to European Union 
in connection with the entering into 
force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009) 
opened a Delegation Office in Gabor-
one in 1981. Since then, the operations 
have expanded reflecting the impor-
tance of a relationship between not 
only the eu Commission and Botswa-
na but also, in 1997, with sadc (South-
ern African Development Commu-
nity). In addition to the relationship 
with Botswana, sadc’s Secretariat is 
situated in Gaborone. eu Member 
States’ representation to Botswana and 
sadc in Gaborone is limited to France, 
Germany and the United Kingdom.

Dumela Newsletter got an opportuni-
ty to interview one of the two Swedes 
working for the eu-Delegation in 
Gaborone, Lena Sund, who is Head of 
Politics, Trade, Press and Information. 

The eu Delegation is located on 
Robinson Road near the Main Mall. 
Lena explains that there is altogether 
33 staff from 14 different nationali-
ties working for the eu in Gaborone: 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Malawi, the Netherlands, Sweden, 

Tanzania, Zimbabwe and, of course, 
Botswana.

On her own background, Lena 
says that after having graduated from 
Law School, she started working as 
legal expert within company law; then 
she specialized in competition law 
and trade law. She worked for 15 years 
within these areas prior to working for 
the European Commission in Brus-
sels. She spent the first three years in 
Brussels working on the negotiations 
and the completion of the Cotonou 
Agreement, which aims to enhance 
cooperation between the African, Car-
ibbean and Pacific (acp) and the eu. 
The overall objective of the agreement 
is to work toward the reduction and 
eventually eradication of poverty in 
the acp countries. Later, in addition to 
working with formulation of policies 
on the development of health, educa-
tion and gender equality, Lena worked 
on the implementation of the Conotou 
Agreement. 

In 2007 Lena felt prepared to leave 
Brussels. Her children had left their 
»nest«, so she applied for a posi-
tion at an eu Delegation somewhere 
in the world. She made a list of six 
places with different hardship levels 

in accordance with the application 
rules – her preferences for Pretoria 
and Gaborone topping that list. She 
was sent to Botswana to take up her 
current position at the eu Delegation 
in Gaborone.

– I have since my arrival worked with 
political trade issues both bilater-
ally with Botswana, and with sadc. 
We have comprehensive projects in 
force with sadc, of approximately 160 
million Euros, financed by the 9th 
European Development Fund. Most 
of the projects focus on economic 
integration and trade, Lena explains.

She continues by saying that
– my priority-»baby«, since I arrived 
in Botswana, has been the Economic 
Partnership Agreement (epa) nego-
tiations between eu and sadc. The 
negotiations have given me a lot of 
useful contacts and interesting assign-
ments. Lena looks forward to final-
izing the epa negotiations and having 
the final agreements signed.

– I am also responsible for the politi-
cal reports to Brussels and media is-
sues. When Mr. Paul Malin, the Head 
of Delegation is travelling or on leave, 

European 
Commission  – Lena 
Sund’s road from 
Brussels to the 
EU-Delegation in 
Botswana
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I am next in line to represent the 
Delegation. I must thus be up-to-date 
and well informed at all times to do 
my work efficiently, adds Lena.

During the Swedish eu-Presidency 
in 2009 ( July–December), Sweden 
was represented by the uk as there is 
no Swedish diplomatic representation 
in Botswana. »Unfortunately«, Lena 
says, – not much was reported in Bot-
swana on the Presidency. As Botswa-
na does not prioritize climate issues, 
we had to read about the Swedish 
Presidency in the international press. 

When it comes to living and working 
in Botswana, Lena says it is easy and 
comfortable – »Africa Light« – and 
very secure. She has done some trav-
elling in Botswana, but hopes to get 
opportunities to explore more of the 
fantastic nature during her remaining 
two years there. In her view, Botswana 
is a peaceful and stable country with 
a strong constitution. Lena also finds 
that Batswana are very friendly and 
patient. She was, however, surprised 
by the weather conditions which she 
had expected to be mild throughout 
the year. She has been fascinated by 
the dramatic changes from very cold 
winters to the variations in the sum-
mer weather, from cool mornings to 
very hot afternoons. Another fascinat-
ing phenomenon is the occurrence of 
thunderstorms – simply spectacular! 
– A typical desert climate, I have been 
told!, she adds.

Ulla Odqvist & Julia Majaha-Järtby
 

The Embassy of 
Botswana in Stockholm 
inFOrmS

Please find below an extract from 
the Budget Speech as delivered 
by the Minister of Finance and  
Development Planning of the Republic of Botswana 
on the 8th February 2010. For more information, 
please visit www.gov.bw and/or www.botsfa.nu.

There has not been a doubt that the global economic downturn had caused an 
unprecedented loss of income for Botswana. Global demand for luxury goods 
like diamonds, took a deep plunge. This threatened to stall the hard earned 
progress made towards realizing the aspirations of vision 2016 and the millen-
nium development goals. Financing of development initiatives was also severely 
impaired. The latest gdp estimates for the four quarters through September 
amounted to bwp 86,2 billion. In real terms gdp showed a 4,6 % decline below 
the previous four quarters. The fall in real output was largely due to the 31,4 % 
fall in the mining industry, while the rest of the economy grew at 11,6 % over 
the same period.

This year’s budget was set within the framework of the tenth National 
Development Plan (ndp 10) approved by Parliament and forecasts a cumulative 
of bwp 31,9 billion in constant prices. The theme for the 2010/2011 budget is 
»transforming our economy after the crisis: 2010 and beyond«. The theme chal-
lenges the country to find strategies to resume rapid economic growth beyond 
the mineral sector. It also lays the foundation for transformation of the coun-
try’s economy. The budget further identifies what government and the private 
sector must do to resume rapid economic growth. The principal thrusts of the 
expenditure budget are: heavy investment in education and health of Batswana; 
major infrastructure projects in electricity and water to serve the growing 
private sector demand; privatisation and rationalisation of services provided by 
government and parastatals to enhance efficiency, and open up new opportuni-
ties for citizen participation; poverty reduction policies and taxation policies 
will be supportive of the transformation; special initiatives, such as Hubs, to 
focus attention on specific high return opportunities. The Recurrent budget for 
this year is at bwp 27,14 billion, an increase of over 2,9 % over the 2009/2010 
revised budget, with major shares going to  Education, local government, De-
fence, Justice and Security and Health. The Development expenditure budget is 
at bwp 12,18 billion, a decrease of 15,7 % from last financial year’s budget. Major 
shares will go to Minerals, energy and Water Resources, Transport and Com-
munications, local government, Education, Defence, Justice and Security and 
the remaining to other sectors. 

The Botswana government is committed to a sustainable fiscal position and 
not burdened by excessive debt, by adhering to the macroeconomic framework 
of ndp 10 as approved by parliament. The limited funds available to govern-
ment will deliver more or less. Every Pula of Government spending must cre-
ate more than a Pula worth of added value. This will help transform Botswana 
into a globally competitive high income economy that delivers development 
with dignity for all Batswana.

Botswana Embassy in Sweden

”

The EU Delegation office 
is situated in one of 
top-modern buidings in 
Gaborone



dumela 1/2010 ▲ 4

PuBliSher: ulla Odqvist PuBliShiNg AgeNt: Viera larsson MeMBerShiP iNquirieS: ulla Beckman
Sundkarlsbacken 5c, 645 30 Strängnäs Visual Communication AB gumshornsgatan 6, 11460 Stockholm
tel +46 (0)70 920 89 87   tel 08-6670328 (res.) 
e-mail: ullaO@botsfa.nu editOrS: Julia Majaha-Järtby & Mats Ögren Wanger e-mail: ullaBn@botsfa.nu
  

information, articles etc. to be included in duMelA should be sent to the publisher’s address.
Membership fees: individuals SeK 150 Family SeK  250 institution SeK  500

Plusgiro-account: 851039-8 Bankgiro account: 428-6472

 
notice board

Bright Faces 
Daycare Centre 

Dumela 2/10 will carry a report on Bright Faces 
Daycare Centre. The daycare centre, run by Neo 
Chitombo who has featured in »Dumela Magazine«, 
received support through purchase of backpacks 
for 11 children who graduated from the daycare in 
November 2009. The daycare will continue to need 
financial support and »Dumela« plans to share 
more information about the daycare through its 
founder, Neo Chitombo, and the voices of the little 
bright faces in Kumakwane.

▼ Alexander McCall Smith, author 
of the renowned No.1 Ladies’ Detec-
tive Agency books and Botswana’s 
beloved Mma Ramotswe, will be in 
Gothenburg for the 2010 book fair 
whose theme is Africa. The dates for 
the fair are September 23–26.

pApEr copy versus DigiTAL copy
As we all know, nothing gets cheaper these days. The 
Executive Committee has discussed how to save on 
botsfa’s expenses to release funds for supporting worth-
while projects. 
 We have calculated that sending »Dumela Newslet-
ter« by e-mail would save botsfa some sek 3 000 per 
issue now spent on printing and stamps. The savings 
would help funding projects for the benefit of the needy 
in Botswana.
 Is this a good idea? For you to compare we will send 
this issue of »Dumela« both as paper copy and via  
e-mail. botsfa would like your opinion on the following:

1. Shall we e-mail »Dumela Newsletter« as pdf file to 
your e-mail address; or
2. Shall we continue to send printed copies to all 
members?

please send your opinion to info@botsfa.nu 

mEmBErSHip FEE
Dear Members, it is time to pay the membership 
fee for 2010. Please make your payment as soon as  
possible. All details are found on www.botsfa.nu. 
Also note that BOTSFA has a Bankgiro account no.  
428-6472. 
 New members, please state your name, postal 
and e-mail addresses and/or contact Ulla Beckman 
at ullaBn@botsfa.nu who is responsible for mem-
bership payments and inquiries.

Botswana Sweden Friendship Association
holds its 

AnnUAL gEnErAL 
mEETing

on Saturday march 20, 2010, 
at Etnografiska museet, Stockholm.
invitation, Annual report 2009 and 

program for the event will be sent to 
members by e-mail.

▼ Visit www.
botsfa.nu and 
read the recently 
published report: 
Baseline Study on 
Bilateral Relations 
between Sweden 
and Botswana by 
Sten Stenbeck. 

BOTSFA 
photo Competition

read details on 
www. botsfa.nu


