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Newsletter from Botswana Sweden Friendship Association

Dear BOTSFA members!
Let me
briefly
introduce
myself to
you. In 1982
I was sent to
the Swedish
Embassy in
Gaborone to
take up my
position as
Second Secretary. With me I brought
my daughter Charlotte, born in
Cambodia, who was then five years
old. In 1984 I adopted Karin, born in
Ethiopia. She is now 22. We stayed
in Botswana until June 1986.
Four years in this fantastic country with its friendly people became
the best time in my diplomatic career.
Twenty years later, I returned for
a visit (see Reflections from….). I
left the Foreign Ministry in 2004
after almost 25 years of travelling the
Globe. My daughters are now spread
out in different directions. I guess
I am to be blamed for that, having
given them a taste for the world!
Dumela has not been published
since 2004 and few meetings have
been held. This is due to a heavy
workload for the members of the
executive committee. However,
BOTSFA held its Annual General
Meeting in March this year at the
National Museum of Ethnography
(see Minutes incl.). Other Southern
African Friendship Associations also

held their AGMs at the museum. A
workshop with African dancing was
offered, and in the museum’s entrance
a small African market had been set
up where a variety of things could be
bought. After the AGMs everybody
mingled over a glass of wine followed by a delicious buffet dinner.
Thank you, Anne (Murray) for your
organization and choice of an excellent and very tasteful buffet!
At the BOTSFA AGM I was
nominated and elected Chair person
to the Executive Committee. Thank
you, all for attending the meeting
and for supporting me. I will do my
best to keep BOTSFA »going« together with old and new members of
the committee. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me if you have any program
ideas!
As you can see from the Minutes
the membership fees were raised by
SEK 25 for a single person and by
SEK 50 for a family. Last year we
asked for no fees to be paid. This year,
however, we will include a »Plusgiroblankett« with Dumela No1/2007
and ask you to pay for 2007.
Enjoy your Summer! Or Winter
for that matter!
Best Regards,
Ulla Odqvist

No1/2007

Botswana Celebrates
Linné’s Birthday
On May 23 2007 Botswana joins the
celebration of the 300th anniversary of
Carl von Linné’s birthday.
The Swedish-owned market garden
Sanitas took initiative together with
the Swedish Embassy to celebrate
Linné. A small exhibition of plants
from southern Africa, named by
Linné and his students, gives visitors
of Sanitas Tea Garden the opportunity to learn more about Linné and
his accomplishments. Among the
flowers exhibited are well-known
favourites such as Gerbera, Plumbago (Blyblomma) and Honeysuckle
from the Cape province. Interesting
information about Linné in exposed
on the cafe’s menu holders and in
brochures. The gusts can also take
part in a quiz and have a chance to
win books about Sweden.
Sanitas was founded in the 1970’s by
Gösta Nilsson and has grown into an
inspirational oasis in Gaborone.

Reflections of the Swedish Vikings
excerpts from an article by Ulla Odqvist in ’Mmegi’

During the flight from Stockholm I had plenty of
time to relive memories from the four years I lived
in Botswana. Of course I realised that I would
encounter changes.

T

he flight from Johannesburg to Gaborone was, as
always, bumpy because
of turbulence. No exception this time, in spite of a modern
aeroplane – modern compared to
the one I arrived in the first time in
1982. I still prefer the DC 3, like I
still prefer the old airport, so charmingly shaped like a shoe-box!
Per Jartby, husband to Julia Majaha-Jartby, met me at the airport.
Julia was instrumental to the group’s
reunion in Botswana and wisely
tied it to the 40th Independence
Anniversary celebrations. Per took
me through Gaborone to Innisfree
Apartments in the Village, where the
whole group (22) Swedish Vikings
and our ‘host’, Julia, were staying. I
recognized a little of what I saw on
our way to the apartments, but I was
totally confused by all the developments and a larger number of people
compared to when I left in 1986! The
population must have grown at least

five times since then.
Slowly I recognized people’s behaviour. One is greeted with the same
handshake that is characteristic of the
friendly Batswana. The loud chatting
by women and bursts of ‘contagious’
long and happy laughter carried me
away! One cannot help but respond
with a smile! People’s way of touching, both men and women, when
passing by or meeting in the street,
sometimes holding hands, brought
the fantastic warm and friendly feeling that I had been detached from
since leaving Botswana. I said a few
Setswana words – followed by warm
laughter at my struggle with the
pronunciations! They laughed with
me not at me.
The African Mall looks almost the
same. Kgale Hill at sun set. Wow!
With the full moon rising to light
Mokolodi restaurant, I ran out of
wishes. The sky, the heavens, filled
with stars like nowhere else. In 1986
Halley’s Comet. We later had lunch

at Sanitas Tea Garden near the dam
and were able to meet with the Nilsson family. ‘Gus’ greeted us with the
same spirit as always and showed his
planting techniques and developments during the last 20 years. Here it
seems as if nature is more in harmony
with the seemingly ever-blue sky. The
sound of the cicadas, the extremely
colourful bougainvilleas, the beautiful
jacaranda trees in full blossom and
the weaver birds making their nests
dangling from the trees, all engulfed
me. This lunch was the only time
during our stay when the whole group
was together (see photo).
After Masunga the group split up.
Together with Agneta Groth and
Tor Eriksson I headed for the Vic
Falls and Chobe. No lions this time
either… a good reason to visit again!
Boarding the flight back to
Stockholm, I said to myself: it is not a
question of ‘if ’ but ‘when’ I will return
to Botswana. Pula!

Nostalgic
Swedish Vikings
Back in Washington DC
after a hectic but most
wonderful time with each
and every member of the
great re-union group, a
number of things flash back. First and
foremost, being part of the exciting programs for Botswana’s 40th Independence
Anniversary Celebrations went beyond the
organizing committee’s (Ulla, Julia and Per)
expectations. A few highlights include:
The warm welcome by President Mogae
and our Ambassador to Botswana,
Annika, on the first evening of most
of the group members’ arrival, was
more than anyone of us could have
wished. Then there was the invitation
to the President’s 40th Independence
Anniversary celebration party and the
stadium activities, etc., etc. Thank you
Annika – Pula to President Mogae and
Botswana!
Thanks to Nils and Annika, the seminar
on town planning (attended by Per, Julia
and Kurt) extended the visit to a broader
international touch – linking the group
to participants from Sweden, Eritrea,
Kenya, Malawi, South Africa, Zambia,
e tc. A very well organized learning
experience!
The reunions with friends and former
colleagues brought tears to some and
reinforced our longstanding relations
with Batswana and Swedish anchors
in Botswana, such as Gus Nilsson and
his family. True happiness is in people’s
relationships!
– Masunga (including Julia’s sister’s wedding), the unplanned entertainment by
Ndingo Johwa (Botswana’s lead jazz
artist) at Domboshaba, excursions
to Zwenshambe and Ntimbale Dam
and further entertainment by young
traditional dancers from Mapoka (at
Domboshaba), creamed the cake!
– The stories and challenges of the trips
to the wild (Chobe, Victoria Falls, Okavango Delta, Boteti, Khutse, Khama
Rhino Sanctuary) and village visits
presented the variety that we all needed.
Each one of us has a story to tell!
Looking forward to another great reunion
before the spirit
gives up!

With great
fondness
Julia
Majaha Järtby

Ambassadör
Annika Jagander

The relations
between Sweden
and Botswana...
...keep evolving; today they are
much more multidimensional, equitable and – I believe – stimulating
than ever before. Daily, there are a
multitude of contacts between a variety of authorities and institutions,
non governmental organizations,
companies, families and individuals
– not just our government officials
and Sida workers, as tended to be
the case in the earlier years. At
the same time, at the official level,
Botswana remains an important and
constructive partner to Sweden in a
number of ways – in the Southern
Africa Development Community
(SADC), in the African Union, the
United Nations, at the International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) in Stockholm, in the Kimberley Diamond
Certification Process, to mention
just a few.
As Sweden’s ambassador to Botswana, my mission is naturally to try
to further these relations even more,
though this is somewhat of a challenge given the fact that we start at an
already very high level of interaction.
Nevertheless, those efforts reached an
unbeatable ‘peak’ last year when Botswana’s President Festus Mogae made
a State Visit to Sweden – the first
such high level visit ever from Botswana. More recently, we have been
able to launch three other significant
developments which I am confident

will all contribute to deepening even
further the long term relations and
contacts between Botswana and
Sweden.

First, along with Sida’s regional
HIV/AIDS team in Lusaka, we
have continued our efforts to make
Sweden a more efficient and strategic partner to Botswana in the fight
against HIV/AIDS. Besides supporting the efforts of the Government
of Botswana, I am also very pleased
that, in the future, we should be
able to extend a perhaps even more
significant support to civil society in
this crucial area. This will be done
under the auspices of the Swedish
umbrella NGO, Forum Syd (Forum
South), which is currently establishing an office in Gaborone.

Secondly, Botswana has been
selected – along with just a few
other countries – to be a focus
country for Sweden’s so-called
broader cooperation. This is a form
of cooperation aimed at stimulating
contacts and interchange between
our institutions at various levels. It
therefore extends well beyond the
traditional and not always so balanced relationship between a donor
country and its recipient. Sweden is
pleased to remain a partner in Botswana’s development efforts, but we
think we can be perhaps even more Ë

Ë useful in the future if we focus more

on institutional cooperation in
strategic areas of mutual interest.
There is already a very fruitful cooperation going on between Sweden’s
Television and Radio and their
Botswana counterparts, and other
institutions such as the Office of the
Auditor General and the Department
of Meteorological Services. Hopefully, this cooperation will branch out
to even more areas in the future.

Thirdly, on the commercial
side, I am very pleased to note that
Botswana recently was designated
a priority market for Swedish trade,
exports and investments – not least
because it is such a central and important hub for such activities in the
larger SADC region. Botswana, along
with the rest of Southern Africa, is
brimming with business opportunities for Swedish companies. In May,
together with the Swedish Trade
Council, we therefore began a long
‘road show’ – ‘The Africa Express’
– with stops in a number of Swedish cities, in order to inform Swedish
business organizations and entrepreneurs about Botswana and SADC as
a growing and expanding region. The
first phase of the road show visited
Malmö, Göteborg and Jönköping
and met with a lot of interest. In the

Swedish autumn, ‘The Africa Express’ will continue its tour around
Sweden, visiting Stockholm as well
as a number of regional cities. This
initiative will be followed by other
activities, both in Sweden, Botswana
and the southern Africa region at
large, hopefully giving additional impetus to both trade and others forms
of exchange.
Increased tourism is also part of the
picture and it is fantastic to observe
how Alexander McCall Smith’s
charming best sellers about The No. 1
Ladies’ Detective Agency are encouraging more and more Swedes to visit
beautiful Botswana. Happily, many
visitors now also stop for a few days in
Gaborone to walk in the footsteps of
Mma Precious Ramotswe and all the
places associated with this wonderful character, before continuing on to
more traditional tourist areas such as
the magnificent Okavango Delta or
the Chobe.

Notice board

In all these ways, our contacts are
expanding into an ever growing
network of people, in part connected
through BOTSFA but also beyond
– all serving as excellent informal
ambassadors for both Botswana and
Sweden!

Marianne Enge’s recently published
book, ‘Kvinnornas Botswana’ (The
Women’s Botswana) is a follow-up
book of the one she wrote in 1982,
‘Självständig och beroende’ (Independent and Dependant). After almost 25
years Marianne interviews the same
women as in 1982. She describes the
development in Botswana over the last
25 years through the eyes of the interviewed women. For further information,
please contact Marianne Enge at
mes@comhem.se
Price SEK 200 + postage

Annika Jagander, Ambassador

During the fall of 2006,
this snake figure of stone
was found in a cave at the
Tsodilo Hills in Botswana. At
70 000 years old, it is considered the oldest remains
of religious rituals known in
the world today.

Did you know that you can read ‘Mmegi’
at www.mmegi.bw

^
Please note that we will update BOTSFA’s homepage soon. The address is
www.botsfa.nu

^
‘Dumela’ is being sent to you by mail this
time. In the future we will use internet,
so please send all new or updated addresses and e-mail-addresses to Ulla
Beckman at
ulla.beckman@telia.com
Please, inform Ulla Beckman by letter
if you don’t have e-mail.

^
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