
 



From Nelly Kabomo-Hogård, BOTSFA, Chairperson 

 

Dear BOTSFA 
members!

Sweden is covered with grey 
skies and drizzling rains. It will 
soon be Christmas without 
normal activities. I attended this 
year’s Lucia Church service in 
Eskilstuna Klosters 
Kyrka, which normally 
accommodates 600-700 people 
during Christmas activities. But 
this time only 8 people are 
allowed to attend each service 
for 25 minutes. 
Life’s cycle goes on with the 

association’s objectives, irrespective of COVID-19. We are gearing 
ourselves for closing 2020 and opening 2021 with more resolutions, with 
looking forward to being part of the BOTSFA, where Batswana and Swedes 
meet. 
 
The BOTSFA Board is continuing to identify projects to work with and/or to 
fund. Please join us in the 2021 AGM zoom meeting for more clarification/
information. 
 
This Association continues to provide opportunities for cooperation that 
bring happiness and strengthen long-standing ties between Sweden and 
Botswana. 

This issue of DUMELA Newsletter presents: 
 
•         An article from Swedish Honorary Consul, updating us on activities in 
Botswana. About his trip to Maun, about the new Swedish Ambassador to 
South Africa and Botswana, His Excellency Mr. Håkan Juholt and his family 
(who we send our welcome and well wishes).  
•         Gaborone now has an Arts Residency Centre (ARC). where Ann 
Gollifer is deeply involved. Our well wishes are flowing your way. For more 
details tune in to BOTSFA Podcast Interview#7. (see www.botsfa.nu)   
•         Presentation of the new ‘Swedish’ restaurant in Maun, run by our 
outstanding resident BOTSFA members Ednah and Micke Rosen. Good luck 
to you too. 
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•         Waning Wildlife: Research/observation of wild animals in Botswana 
between 1975 and 2000, by Christina Skarpe and Roger Bergström. 

•.        A memory story from BOTSFA member Lisa Lundgren. 
•         Last but not least; On behalf of BOTSFA and myself I extend my 
Sympathy to the families of Ulla-Britt Jönsson and Jean Blomtrand. And to a 
longstanding BOTSFA member Eyvor Holstein Ranegie. (May their Souls 
rest in peace) 
 
Finally, I wish you all members, friends 
of BOTSFA, and all DUMELA readers 
as well as our Podcast Audience/
Listeners:  Happy and safe Festive 
Season. 

Keep distancing, wash your hands, and 
follow the rules given. 
 
Date of the AGM Zoom 
meeting: Saturday 20th February 2021 

Dumelang dear BOTSFA members! 
by Kent Nilsson 
Swedish Honorary Consul 

Today I’m writing from Maun as I am on a short trip in Northern 
Botswana to celebrate the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme graduation of my son Hans. A good fishing trip was his 

graduation wish so we headed to the beautiful Guma Lagoon fishing 
camp on the north western side of the delta. We have had nice and early 
rains this year. La Niña seems to deliver. We brought cousin Leif with us 
and drove north through the now green and beautiful Kalahari. At Guma 
we were the only three guests, as Covid restrictions have currently 
stopped all foreign tourists. The lodge managers explained, though, that 
next high season, June-November, is almost fully booked. We had a 
great few days with fantastic Tiger fishing by boat on the lagoons and 
papyrus clad channels. Feeling very privileged!  

Today when arriving in Maun we paid a visit to Mikael and Ednah 
Rosen’s new Cafe Akasia. We had a great lunch and a nice catchup. We 
wish them all the best with their new venture. 

A few days before leaving Gaborone I had my first Skype meeting with 
our new Ambassador to Botswana and South Africa, Håkan Juholt and 
his wife Åsa. He has just presented his credentials in South Africa and 
hopes to do the same here in Botswana early next year. He seems very 
eager to strengthen the relationship further with Botswana. Also the 

Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ann Linde, has expressed an 
interest in that our good relationship with Botswana is nurtured further. We 
of course welcome this. I have sent a copy of the Botsfa book and a 
Botswana travel book to the Ambassador’s couple to feed the Interest in 
Botswana further. I’m looking forward to meeting them in person.  

On a sad note I have to inform of the passing away of two Swedish citizens. 
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Ulla-Britt Jönsson died after a stroke last week of October. The Jönsson 
family arrived in the mid 70’s. Sven, Ulla-Britt’s husband, was a leather 
expert with Sida. Her son Björn, who lives in Pretoria, had not been able to 
visit since March due to Covid restrictions. 

Jean Blomstrand passed away early November after a long illness. Jean 
was instrumental in Eltel getting the contract to bring power to 100 
villages in Botswana. She is survived by Christer and her sons Richard 
and Robert. Travel restrictions stopped her family members from being 
with her at the end. 

These have been very trying and stressful times for many. Our 
condolences go to the families.  

Finally a short Covid update  
In total we have about 10 000 registered positive cases and 31 dead. In 
Gaborone we have a very high compliance in regards to wearing of face 
masks and social distancing. This seems to wear off the further away 
from Gaborone you travel. There are still a number of restrictions in 
place regarding crowds, gatherings, alcohol sale etc. From December 
1st,  the border will open again and people from non-high risk countries 
may visit Botswana subject to Covid requirements. In Botswana we 
worry about the worsening situation in Sweden. I’m often approached 
about the Swedish ‘strategy’ and the lack of face mask requirements in 
Sweden. Wishing you all a safe winter in Sweden.  



Art Residency Centre, Gaborone, 
Botswana

by Ann Gollifer   
 
My name is Ann Gollifer and I am a British-Guyanese visual artist, 
living and working in Gaborone, Botswana since 1985. I have a 
studio at Sanitas Plant Nursery and Tea Garden, a horticultural 
business owned by my husband’s family, the Nilssons. 

I have been thinking about starting a community studio/art centre in 
Gaborone for several years and the idea became reality when I met 
Maipelo Gabang in Stockholm in 2018 when I was there on an 
IASPIS (International Artists Studio Program in Sweden) art 
residency for three months. 

Maipelo and I met at my IASPIS Studio Open, organized 
for the Batswana community living in and around 
Stockholm. We chatted about the possibilities of 
developing the small, emerging contemporary art scene in 
Botswana together. Maipelo returned to Botswana in 
2019 and in October of that year we started the ARChive-
Botswana project, an art residency centre for artists living 
and working in Botswana. We found a welcoming home 
at the Gaborone Sports and Social Club, in the Village, 
one of the oldest suburbs of the city of Gaborone. 

The Art Residency Centre or ARC as we have come to 
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call the place, is open to submissions by email, for 1 
month (or longer) residencies for visual artists, writers, 
poets, screen writers, actors, dancers, theatre practitioners, 
film, TV and video makers, fashion designers and 
creatives across the board. 

Our idea was to create a quiet, productive space where 
artists could come to work. The space we have made is a 
renovated storeroom turned into a reference library with a 
book exchange program that can serve as a studio, office 
and library for the resident artist. The resident has 
membership of the Gaborone Club for the duration of their 
residency and is given a P1000 stipend to help with 
transport and any equipment they might need during their 
stay. The ARC residency does not currently offer 
accommodation. The resident occupies the ARChive space 

and has access to the Gaborone Club Members’ Lounge as well as the 
outdoor spaces in the club grounds. 
 

In return our residents are expected to use the ARChive-studio/library to 
the maximum during their stay with us. They are expected to be present 
on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 9 pm and on Saturday mornings from 10 
am to 12 noon, when the ARChive is open to the public for access to the 
reference library. On Tuesday evenings we hope to present book and 
poetry readings. On Saturday mornings we receive membership 
applications from the public for access to our book exchange program. 
The annual individual membership fee is P100, with family membership 
at P250 per year. We also hope to run an Art Club on Saturdays. We have 
also started a film Club that will show films on the first Tuesday of each 
month. 

Our resident artist is not required to make a specific work but should take 
the time to reflect on their practice and do research of any pending artistic 
project they have ongoing. We hope that each resident reflects on the 
fascinating history of the Gaborone Club and the area where it is situated. 
We also expect our resident to make a presentation, performance, reading 
or exhibition from their work and/or current research, to and for the 
general public before the end of their residency, and leave some physical 
representation of their work in our ARChive. In this way we hope to build 
up a body of artworks that may refer to the history of the area and 
contemporary Botswana, enabling our creatives to begin to record their 
own histories for posterity. The Arc executive are on hand to facilitate 
networking opportunities and provide new platforms for our artists in 
residence. 

Despite this year of COVID restrictions the Art Residency Centre has, 
since its inception renovated the ARChive space and hosted four resident 
artists: 
Donald Molosi – renowned Actor and writer –October to December 2019 
Nthabiseng Mokgoabone - librarian - February/March 2020 

Legopile Matthew Segopolo –Mural Arts- August to October 2020 
Phodiso Modirwa – Poet-November/December 2020 

Since the 19th of October 2019 we have held a fundraising art exhibition 
involving 51 artworks from 29 artists with the full support of the Thapong 
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Visual Art Centre. We have hosted various theatre events with local 
production teams headed by SirKabulous of Luminous Art BW and an 
immersive theatre event produced and directed by Moratiwa Molema. We 

have hosted a script reading and documentary film premiere 
for Donald Molosi and we have organised a mini film 
festival celebrating Batswana screen writers, actors and 
directors: Donald Molosi, Tumi Sejoe and Moreetsi 
Gabang. We have facilitated an International art 
competition with BEA BOND, ethical and slow-fashion, 
lifestyle brand inspired by Botswana as well as an 
exhibition supporting the LGBTQIA++ community in 
Botswana in collaboration with LEGABIBO. We have 
submitted an application for NGO status and are currently 
working on the legal aspects of the submission and our 
KYC (Know Your Customer) protocols. 

 
The Gaborone Club has offered ARC shelter and support 
and we feel that together we tick the boxes required to 
fulfil the mandate that sports and culture be catalysts for 
the growth of a creative civil society. A perfect example of 
the collaboration between sports and culture is the tennis 
wall at the club, funded by the Swedish journalist Mats 
Ögren Wanger’s efforts and supported by our community 
here in Gaborone. The wall is used for ball practice on the 
court side and has on-going lively, contemporary mural 
painting on its outer face. This area has already been used 
for theatre and dance performances and will be the site of 

our outdoor film club.  
All our events have taken place with Covid-19 protocols observed at all 
times. In Botswana this means the wearing of masks and social distancing.  

Swedish meatballs in Maun  
by Mats Ögren Wanger


Award winning cookbook writer Ednah Rosen 
and her musical Swedish husband Micke Rosen 
are kicking off two restaurants this year in 

Maun - Akacia Café and Akacia Nhabe Museum 
restaurant.  

What kind of profile has Akacia Cafe? 
Akacia Café is a multicultural Café that focuses on great 
food, great service and a great vibe!  
 
Location is important for a restaurant - have you found a good place in 
Maun for Akacia Cafe? 
Our location for Akacia Cafe in Maun is great! We are in the middle of town 
at New mall, right where you usually find all the local crafts and souvenirs at 
the Eco Craft Market. It’s a 2 minute walk from Safari Spar. It’s a very 
visible place and the day tourists are here we will be easy accessible to them. 
The fact is that we are opening a second restaurant at the Nhabe Museum on 
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the 1st of December. We are very excited about this and have also 
been busy renovating that place.  

What kind of food are you offering your quests? 
At the Eco Craft Market we mostly serve international food, like 
Salads, burgers, stir fries. We are also big on health juices which 
have been a success! One example is our ‘Lemon Crush’ which 
contains freshly squeezed apples, ginger and lemon. It’s being 
served in a big glass with ice. Every single customer has said that 
“it’s SO REFRESHING” 
 
At Akacia Nhabe Museum we will be presenting a new menu, 
including delicious Pizzas as well as Botswana traditional food. 

What dishes has become most popular so far? 
Our most selling dishes right now is our Mediterranean Plate and 
our Beef Fillet.  

Botswana is known to be a beer country - what drinks are you offering 
your clients? 

We are doing great health juices, and the idea for 
that was to offer something that is both fresh and 
delicious and that will also boost your immune 
system. This can help a lot during these times we 
live in. We also offer health shots, great coffee, 
smoothies, milkshakes. Besides that we do sell 
beers, ciders, cocktails etc. We would love to 
introduce some of our locally produced craft’s 
beers. Hopefully within soon they will start their 
distribution so that they will be available to our 
customers. 

You have lived in Sweden for many years - has 
your kitchen got any influences from the Swedish kitchen? 
I love Swedish food, and since I’ve spent so many years in Sweden I have 
picked up a lot from the Swedish cuisine, and I will actually soon introduce 
’Swedish Meatballs’ on the menu. The creamy sauce will be just like the 
one I used to do in Sweden, but unfortunately lingonsylt is hard to get hold 
of around here so we will serve the meatballs with a delicious Cranberry 
sauce. 

You are married to a Swedish musician and DJ- will Akacia Cafe be 
place for music lovers? 
Akacia Nhabe will definitely be a place for music lovers and also for other 
artistic expressions like poetry, art and dance performers. Our dream and 
vision is to make Nhabe a cultural hub here in Maun where all generations 
can meet and share their experiences and skills. It should also be a platform 
where local arts and abilities can show their talents to tourists (national and 
international) plus the local audience of course. We want to contribute to 
Maun becoming a cultural destination for any travelers from around the 
world. 

DUMELA No 2-2020 • 6

Ednah & Micke Rosen

Akacia Cafe



How would you like to develop your restaurants the coming years? 
We would like to establish ourselves as one of the must-go-to cafés / 
restaurants in Maun. We have lots of ideas for the cafés that we’d love to 
realise. We would like to be able to offer more seatings at the Eco Craft 
Market, so that is certainly on our agenda. Besides that we would love to just 
maintain and refine our products and services that we are offering now. Keep 
seeing happy, smiling customers is everything to us! That makes us 
understand we are doing something right. 

Three best reasons why you should visit Acacia Cafe?  The food itself, the 
level of service and the vibrant atmosphere that we provide. We have just 
been open a little more than a month, but the number of returning customers 
is just amazing! 

Waning wildlife 

Christina Skarpe & Roger Bergström 

Probably all members of BOTSFA have been watching wildlife in 
Botswana, if only during a tour to the Mokolodi Natur Reserve just 
outside Gaborone. Most of us have been up north to Chobe or 

Okavango to watch the great diversity of wildlife there. May be we have 
been out west experiencing the vast expanses of the Kalahari with scattered 
herds of springbok. If so, we have seen an increasing number of camp sites 
arranged by communities and villagers during the last 10 or 20 years, and 
sometimes there are guides to show us human livelihood, wildlife and the 
landscape.   

However, Kalahari wildlife is changing! It has always been varying with 
precipitation and other factors, but now since a long time the lasting trend is 
a decrease in species and number of individuals. The long-term trend is 
caused by increased disturbance and restricted mobility. The decreasing 
trend for most species reduces the basis for the tourist industry, both on 
large- and small scale. Thus, the decreasing wildlife is a concern for local as 
well as national economy.      
 

When we lived in Botswana, we worked out in the 
Kalahari at the SIDA ranches 20 kilometer (km) 
east of the village Ncojane, not far from the 
Namibian border. We travelled there by 4-wheel 
drive trucks, the last bit along a 200 km track 
between the villages of Hukuntsi and Ncojane. The 
track is from the time of the ox wagons, and runs 
from pan to pan to provide water for man and 
beast. The pans had water, sometimes, in the rainy 
season. When we travelled there it was an 
extremely rare event to meet a vehicle along that 
track. The year was 1975.  

We started to count animals larger than hares that 
we saw from the truck along the 200 km track. We 
counted by species and number of individuals per 
km in so called road-side counts between 1975 and 
1983. For each observation we recorded the 
position as the distance in km from the starting 
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point (Hukuntsi or Ncojane). We also recorded the number of km to the 
nearest pan and to the nearest of the two mentioned villages (1). 

The counts showed that springbok, wildebeest and hartebeest were the most 
common species, appearing in larger groups in the rainy season compared to 
the dry season. The wildebeest, depending on drinking regularly, moved to 
wetter areas in the northeast during the dry season. We had four dry season 
trips when we did not see one single wildebeest. Otherwise animals gathered 
around the pans, either they had water or not, licking the salty bottom 
material and enjoying the nutrient-rich grazing in the near surroundings. The 
small-sized springbok and ostrich spent most of the time on the pans, 
whereas the larger wildebeest, gemsbok and hartebeest used the water and 
salt licks of the pans, but did much grazing further away from the pan where 
the competition for food was less.    

Livestock grazed freely around the villages, and we saw them up to 10–20 
km away from a village. After that distance, there were about 13–18 km with 
no large animals until the first springbok appeared. Gemsbok was largely 
confined to pans more than 65 km away from villages. There could be many 
reasons for this gap between livestock and wild large animals. Most likely it 
was caused by hunting by humans, who at that time to a large extent used 
dogs, snares and gin traps.  

Twenty years later, when we supervised our students doing field work in the 
same area, the conditions had changed. 
A general decline in Kalahari wildlife 
and particularly in wildebeest, 
springbok and eland is described and 
discussed in many publications. Our 
students found that increased 
disturbance of humans and livestock 
around villages and bore holes was 
more important for wildlife 
distribution than the rich resources 
around the pans (2). People and 
livestock had increased in numbers 
between 1975 and 2000, cars were 
replacing donkeys and horses for 

transport, rifles were increasingly used for hunting, and slowly livestock was 
becoming a cash generator. Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) had been 
established outside the village areas. Limited livestock keeping was allowed 
in the WMAs and boreholes were drilled up to 80 km from the villages, 
leaving just a small section free from livestock and humans. Wildlife 
withdraw further from the villages, springbok from 34 km in the 1970’s to 
52 in 2000, hartebeest from 54  to 65 km and wildebeest from 46 to close to 
100 km. The numbers had in most cases decreased, most obvious in the 
wildebeest. We saw 63 of them on an average counting day, while our 
students saw 7. In the meantime more than 90% of the Kalahari wildebeest 
had died near the cordon fences, trying to get to their traditional dry season 
water resource in the northeast; the same fate as the zebra suffered in the 
1960’s. We saw 443 springbok on an average day in the 1970’s and the 
students saw 142 in 2000, for hartebeest the numbers were 16 and 10, and 
for gemsbok 14 and 0. Only the small steenbok showed the opposite trend: 
from less than 1 in the 1970’s to 3 in 2000, possibly caused by changed 
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hunting patterns from using traps and dogs hunting small animals to hunting 
with rifles for large game. 

In the 1970’s we observed herds of springbok with up to 1 000 individuals 
and relatively large herds of wildebeest. In year 2000 we got excited reports 
from the students about seeing springbok by the 100’s, hartebeest, 
wildebeest and ostrich. Historically, there are narratives from the 1800’s of 
ox wagons getting stuck for a couple of days in a trek of springbok, and of 
areas teeming with springbok, hartebeest, wildebeest and zebra. The wildlife, 
that two hundred years ago was there, as a source of food or as a nuisance 
competing with livestock for the grazing, has declined in numbers and 
changed in distribution. There has been a steady decline in wild animals at 
least since the time of the European intrusion in the 1800’s.         

What has this decline meant for the ordinary Batswana cattle farmers? 
Probably not very much when they are not dependent (emotionally at least) 
on hunting, like the San. However, during the last 20 years or so, wildlife as 
an attractor of tourism has become economically important for Botswana. 
Tourism is currently the second largest income earner in the country, mainly 
related to wildlife in the northern National Parks and Game Reserves. Also 
in the Kalahari the local communities and villagers follow, creating camp 
sites and providing guides. This is done besides the important livestock 
keeping. At the same time the local and national livestock industry forms the 
greatest threat to wildlife. The ongoing human-created climatic change is 
supposed to bring increasingly dry conditions to the Kalahari. In such a 
scenario the wildlife, offering a cash income from tourism, will be 
increasingly important – if adequate populations are maintained. Wildlife is 
naturally on the move, between seasonal ranges or following local rains that 
create temporary water- and grazing resources. In Kalahari, such movements 
require a reduction in the number of cordon fences to offer wildlife access to 
these resources.    
 
 

Lisa about Lisa in Botswana

A memory story from a BOTSFA member

 
by Lisa Lundgren 

 

Why did I go to Botswana?  In 1991 I got an 
interesting job as a management consultant 
for SIPU. I worked within the Ministry of 

Local Government with a great woman, Ludo 
Matsameko. Together we educated managers and 
politicians in the local authorities in management and 
team building. I learnt a lot about Botswana customs, 
local authorities and the country. 

My family Alf, Pontus and Felix accompanied me to 
Botswana and we lived two years in the Village in 
Gaborone and then one and a half year at Gaborone 
West. We later lived in a SIDA house in Gaborone. Alf 
worked as a teacher in the Swedish school. Eventually 
that was facing out, and during the last period was 
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situated in our home. The boys attended different schools, and were later 
gradually moving to Sweden. It was a fantastic time with tennis, safari tours 
to different parts of the country, and good friends. 

When the contract with SIPU ended after three and half years we all wanted 
to stay longer in Botswana. The Swedish Embassy in Gaborone looked for a 
person, who was interested to face out the Swedish Education support to 
Botswana. I got the job. It was very challenging to change from a local 
perspective to a central one but also very stimulating. I learnt even more 
about Botswana. To face out a support in a sustainable way was something 
new to me; normally I have worked with building up support. It worked very 
well as the Ministries I worked with were very keen to keep and develop the 
different education programmes. I worked at the Embassy for three and a 
half years and experienced to work with the Central Government and to meet 
diplomats and officials from different countries in the SADC region.   

My and my familys experiences from these 7 years in Botswana are really 
fantastic and I am very satisfied that I could continue the connection with 
Botswana through BOTSFA. 

Greetings from 
Lisa Lundgren 
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NOTES 
Eyvor Holstein Ranégie, a long-standing member of BOTSFA passed away at age 96 on October 9, 
2020, in Larv. Eyvor lived in Botswana with her husband, road engineer Lars Ranégie (deceased), 
during 1977 - 1989. She is survived by daughter Lena Ranégie Lindahl and her family.


