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visit us on www.botsfa.nu

2015 has been a year of substantial development for 
botsfa, at the end of which we are a much stronger 
Association. I would like to thank everyone for the 
role they have played in supporting the Association’s 
activities and the recruitment drive for new mem-
bers. We are ending the year with 28 new members, 
a record attraction of interest in the Association 
compared with previous years. 

Work on the preparation of the book in commem-
oration of Botswana’s 50th anniversary of independ-
ence is nearing completion and plans for the trip to 
Botswana to celebrate the anniversary are advancing. 
What a year!

Wishing members of botsfa, Friends of Botswana 
and all Dumela readers a happy and safe festive sea-
son!

Julia Majaha-Jartby
botsfa, Chairperson

Dear BOTSFA 
members!

Newsletter from Botswana Sweden Friendship Association No 4/2015

MeMbership fees
•	 Individual:	sek	175
•	 Family:	sek	300	(incl.	children	up	to	15)
•	 Student:	sek	100		
•	 Institution:	sek	500

Welcome to BOTSFA!
Plusgiro	85	10	39-8,	or	Bankgiro	428-6472

For	an	update	of	records,	please	send	an	e-mail	to	AndersHj@botsfa.nu		
with	the	name(s)	and	contact	details	of	the	renewal	or	payment	for	new	membership.

BotSFA

REMINDER: MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2016 
To assist the Association in maintaining a current record of  
membership, please pay by February 29, 2016

Individual: SEK 175
Family: SEK 300 (incl. children up to 15 years of age)
Student: SEK 100
Institution: SEK 500

Plusgiro account number: 85 10 39-8
New members should send an e-mail with names and contact 
details of payment to AndersHj@botsfa.nu 

BOTSFA – WHERE FRIENDS MEET
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»Democracy, like a little plant, does not grow or de-

velop on its own. It must be nursed and nurtured if 

it is to grow and flourish. It must be believed in and 

practiced if it is to be appreciated. And it must be 

fought for and defended if it is to survive.« Seretse Khama: opening of the fifth session 

of Botswana’s third National Assembly , in November 1978
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transformed by the realisation of our dreams that we 

should one day identify exploitable mineral deposits 

and develop them in the interests of the nation as 

a whole. At the same time we are well aware of the 

danger of developing in Botswana a classic extrac-

tive economy, the more so because harsh climatic 

conditions often make agriculture a daunting and 

uncertain field of economic activity. For it is in the 

rural sector that the majority of our people must find 

productive employment. We are only too aware that 

mining and related activity, although it generates 

revenue for government, which can be re-invested 

elsewhere is capital-intensive rather than labour-

intensive. The two major mines currently envisaged 

will give rise to a total projected direct employment 

of only about 3,000 by 1975. each job created will rep-

resent an investment of more than Kr. 311,000. over 

the next five years we anticipate that we can create 

about 10,000 new jobs in the modern sector. In this 

same period our labour force will increase by 50,000. 

w e recognise certain fundamental values 
and hold them to be universal. And 
what we ask of any ideology or social 
system is that it should wear a human 

face. I detect the same concern in Sweden, which en-

courages me to think that the relations between our 

two countries will grow stronger.  our principles then 

are democracy which in our main language Setswana 

is rendered by »Puso ya batho ka batho«, or rule of 

the people by the people, and development which 

we translate in Setswana as »ditiro tsa ditlhabalolo« 

which means literally »work for development«, a 

significant rendering as I am sure you will agree. 

our third principle is self-reliance which is variously 

expressed in Setswana and illustrated by numerous 

Setswana idioms of long-standing and our fourth 

principle unity, which is also expressed in Setswana 

by a number of words and idioms, each with its par-

ticular shade of meaning. I mention these Setswana 

expressions to demonstrate that these principles are 

not mere imported slogans but are rooted in our so-

cial and political culture and lend themselves to vivid 

illustration and to interpretation quite sophisticated 

enough to accommodate the changes taking place 

in our society. They also serve to underline a con-

siderable degree of political continuity despite these 

changes and the institutional changes which have 

accompanied them. modern democracy in Botswana 

does not rest on the formal institutions of representa-

tive democracy alone. Parliament and the district 

councils are vitally augmented by the institutions 

of participatory democracy, notably village develop-

ment committees, co-operatives and a wide range of 

voluntary organisations, including women’s organisa-

tions and parent-teacher associations, through which 

our people can exert direct influence on decisions 

concerning the quality of their lives. explaining this 

to our people, I use the Setswana expression »kgosi 

ke kgosi ka batho« which means a chief is only a chief 

through the people, to illustrate the complementary 

role of institutions of representative and participatory 

democracy. The President and Parliament can govern 

effectively only with the consent and active participa-

tion of the people. The institutional framework has 

changed, but the fundamental principle, that deci-

sions which affect the lives of the people must have 

the consent of the people, has not been modified. 

Indeed it has been strengthened, since these modern 

institutions are more flexible, and also of course bet-

ter suited to the increasing complexities of develop-

ment and economic growth.
… 

It will be obvious from what I have said so far that 

we regard democracy as a condition of development. 

A brief explanation of our development strategy will 

serve to clarify this further. our prospects have been 

laying the foundation 
for cooperationindependenCe hinges on prinCipLes of 

demoCraCy, deveLopment, seLf-reLianCe and unity
Extract from an address by H.E. Sir Seretse Khama, the first President of Botswana, 

at a seminar arranged by the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation and the Scandinavian 

Institute of African Studies in Uppsala on November 11, 1970.
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By Lars Dahlström, Sida’s last volunteer in Botswana A s a primary school teacher, teacher 
educator, and educational researcher 

in Sweden, I had developed my criti-
cal perspective on mainstream educa-

tion. Concepts such as “critical consciousness”, 

“education as a democratic process”, “learning by 

doing” and “education and work” were already 

engraved in my educational views and practices. 

The subtitle of the international project that I was 

employed in fitted well with my intentions as it 

read: “A different sort of thing”.My Batswana colleagues at the office in Fran-

cistown followed, to a large extent, the traditional 

way of behaviour as education officers, namely to 

act as school inspectors. However, I wanted to act 

in another way more in line with the in-service 

intentions of my position and as an educational 

developer. 
When I had visited most of the schools, I did 

not see much of what I had read in Education for 

Kagisano, the policy document from 1977. The 

document included well-intended intentions. 

However, what I saw was authoritarian behaviour, 

dependency, stagnation, and social degradation 

exemplified through corporal punishment, parrot 

talk, warehouse education, and mental subjuga-

tion of students as well as teachers. 
Through workshops, seminars, project work, 

and individual tuto-rials, we started to change the teaching and learning processes. Much of the efforts ended up as mate-rial for the classrooms under the “Tsela ya Thuto” logo as book-lets both for students and teachers. Teaching Aid Production Unit (tapu) became a very important facility for these productions and the Unit was in general an important resource in my work.
We also started to introduce a functional mod-

el for language learning called “Language Learn-

ing from Experience” (lle). The model was a way 

to bring students’ experiences into the classroom 

and to break with the existing conservative view. 

Some teachers started to use the lle model for 

teaching basic language skills.Another aspect of the work was to create 

social awareness as an obligation of any educator. 

Therefore, we organised seminars for teachers. 

Our cooperation with a children’s magazine in 

Cape Town called Molo Songololo made it pos-

sible to exchange children’s stories from life in 

South African townships with that of village life 

in northern Botswana.

My first physical experience of the 
African continent took place in 
September 1980, when I, my wife 
Gunilla, and our 8 year old son Olle 
arrived in Botswana. I was there to 
work for the Swedish Peace Corps 
as an In-service Education Officer 
for primary school teachers. After 
nearly three months in a hostel in 
Gaborone, we ended up in Fran-
cistown, the place where I lived 
and worked during my stay in the 
country.

AS A REFLECTIONMy meeting with education in Botswana became 

a positive and interesting experience. It was the 

start of a 35-year period of work within the field 

of international education, thanks to the initial 

insightfulness of a few Swedish donor adminis-

trators like Lennart Wohlgemuth and Ingemar Gustafsson.
I want to thank Botswana for giving me the first practical experi-ences of educa-tion in Africa. The experience from Botswana added further knowledge to my critical educa-tional perspective by the fact that it included hands on practices at school and village levels. 

It also gave me a broader view of the political 

interplays within the southern African region.

Education as a different sort of thingVOLUNTARY WORK IN NEW PEDAGOGICAL, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES
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farms around Ghanzi. To do this, without incur-
ring any unnecessary costs, I was requested to 
take the bus from Gaborone to Lobatse and then 
to wait outside Botswana Meat Commission, 
abattoir, until I found a cattle owner from Ghanzi 
who was willing to give me a ride.  No farmer 
came from Ghanzi that day. So I had to spend the 
night in Lobatse. I eventually got a ride with an 
elderly man who had delivered his livestock to the 
abattoir. We headed for Ghanzi in the evening to 
avoid driving in the unbearable heat. The Kalahari 
evening was amazingly beautiful.

As the morning broke, we approached Ghanzi. 
I looked up the house of the two Swedish volun-
teers who were working there as car mechanics 
and they kindly let me stay in their house. In 
Ghanzi, I obtained permission by an owner of a 
large farm to interview some of his San workers. 
I was amazed to find that they had given up their 
traditional lifestyle in exchange for an an employ-
ment that provided them with a secure but very 

poor income. Their monthly salary consisted of, 
if I remember correctly, 3 Rand* in addition to 
some milk and mealie-meal. 

The data we collected through the rids were 
unique because we went to great lengths to follow 
the households over a year collecting informa-
tion on various aspects of their living conditions. 
These data were important not only for improving 
the quality of national accounts and for planning 
purposes in Botswana, but also internationally for 
various researchers interested in different aspects 
of development. 

A strong impression I got from visiting house-
holds around Botswana was that people in the 
rural villages were extremely sympathetic and 
generous. I was also impressed by the democratic 
system as displayed by the freedom of expression 
of opinion at kgotla meetings —which freedom, 
no doubt, has contributed to Botswana’s stability 
and peaceful political situation.

* value 1973

THE SAN 
The San people are among several indigenous hunter-gatherer groups of Southern Africa. 
They have for a very long time roamed Botswana and other parts of the region, but their 
territories have been increasingly constrained. During the past decades many of them 
have changed lifestyle, but some are still living permanently or temporarily as hunters 
and gatherers. As such, they meet the challenges of living in the dry environment of  
western Botswana. Due to long periods with a lack of open water, the San people have 
developed techniques for extracting drinking water from soil moisture and plants. 
photo by Ebba Forsberg ph
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Dumela welcomes any articles that you may  
wish to share with its readers. 
This could be in the form of profile of people with family, 
friendship or work links between Botswana and Sweden. 
Any story, in general, is welcome, including what you may 
find interesting from other newsletters and newspapers.
Please send to the Publisher through botsfa@botsfa.nu
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foreword1.
 The role played by Sweden’s international development 
cooperation, Sida, transcends through the various technical 
experts it engaged. Close inspection of the narrations, as 
supported by the beautiful gallery of photographs, also re-
veals that the stories have been chosen to stick to Botswa-
na-Sweden 50 years’ of partnership. Much more could have 
been covered, but the uniqueness of this anthology paves 
the way for similar initiatives.
 The book does not end its journey on the memory 
lane; it takes us through the evolution of the development 
relations to today’s business partnerships and cultural 
exchanges. It will be of interest to a wide range of partici-
pants and followers of Botswana’s relationship with one 
of its major development partners, Sweden. The partner-
ship has taken a step further, as it has evolved into cordial 
social relationships.  The narrations under the chapter on 
cultural exchanges evidence the impact of the develop-
ment programmes on the interrelations between Batswana 
and Swedes – longstanding friendships that go beyond 
structural benefits.
 The book is a rich tapestry of ideas ‘woven’ together with 
the goal of summing up one of the important cooperations 
that can be comfortably deemed a successful relationship.

Fetus G. Mogae, 
Former President of the Republic of Botswana 
 
Sten Rylander, 
Former Country Director of Sida to Botswana

it is rare to find a collection of facts, stories and 
photographs on the evolution of a relationship between 
a donor country and an aid recipient documented in such 
a varied and concise manner. The authors and editors of 
this fascinating collection impressed us with their depth 
of knowledge of the work that went into the development 
of the partnership between Botswana and Sweden. They 
have taken pains to select facts and stories that the readers 
will find both informative and educative. The book grabs 
the reader in the opening chapters, clearly articulating the 
voices of the founders and policy architects of Botswana 
from Independence, in 1966. Botswana is, today, a middle 
income country playing the role of partner in advancing 
issues of mutual interest to the two countries’ longstanding 
relationship. 
 To a very great extent, the stories told about experiences 
in providing technical assistance by Swedish personnel  
and views by diplomats and Botswana authorities, among 
others, provide insights into the complexities of formulating 
policies and their practical implementations – however, 
overcome through the exercise of mutual respect. 
 Having been part of the formulation of policies that con-
tributed to today’s relationship between the two countries, 
we consider the book to truly reflect some of the suc-
cesses and challenges faced in building today’s Botswana. 
Encountering the voices of those interviewed and articles by 
various authors, makes one wonder what else is out there 
that needs to be woven into similar visual narrations.

The masked weaver 
is common in 
southern Africa 
and is found 
throughout 
Botswana. Here, 
the weaving by the 
masked weaver is 
symbolically 
portraying the 
work that has gone 
into Botswana’s 
development with 
its international 
partners over the 
years.
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Most states have a nice and shin-
ing constitution at independence, 
a constitution, which is quickly 
eroded by corrupt leaders without 
real care for their people. Not so 
with Botswana, which was blessed 
with far-sighted leadership, creat-

ing – a non-racial administration 
based on the willingness to work 
and ability to perform and co- 
operate multilaterally. 

From patchy beginnings to   expansive road networks
By Anders Bonde and Anders Buhrman

The importance of communications and, 
in particular, road infrastructure in a 
vast country like Botswana was very 
early recognised by the Government. 

In order to provide basic health care and educa-
tion, there must be some kind of access not only 
to the villages in the east but also to the centres 
in the more remote parts of the country. Some 
kind of transport is also a prerequisite for any 

development aiming at allowing local products 
to be transported to the market. Thus, from the 
very beginning, a good standard road network 
was recognized as a precondition for the overall 
development. Funding of road projects was given 
a high priority in the National Development Plans 
and often the Roads Department was given the 
highest Development expenditure among all Gov-
ernment departments.

Roads to Mahalapye 1973, photo Per Järtby Roads to Mahalapye 2014, photo Per Järtby

BOTSFA will hold its 2016 AGM 
in Bromma on March 19.
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Botsfa Board wishes all its members and friends of Botswana happy holidays
from the left

Nelly Kabomo-Hogård (member) worked for Botswana Government in different departments. Is resident in Sweden since 2007
Lisa Lundgren (member) lived in Botswana in 1991–1998. Worked, first, as a management consultant for SIPU and, later, for Sida, at the Swedish 
Embassy 
Ulla Odqvist (secretary) worked at the Swedish Embassy in Botswana in 1982–86 and is former Chairperson of BOTSFA
Birgitta Lundgren-Lindquist (member) was Advisor to Botswana Red Cross from 1989, during 4–5 years
Julia Majaha-Jartby (chairperson), former Deputy Governor at Bank of Botswana, is resident in Sweden since 2008
Viera Larsson (member), visual artist and publishing agent for Dumela, lived in Botswana in 1975–1977 and 1981–1985
Julia Rowland (ex officio member) has represented the Embassy of Botswana since 2014
Anders Hjertstrand (treasurer) worked as Senior Local Government Auditor and lived in Botswana in 1986–1990 

Sten Rylander (vice chairperson) was Country Director for Sida in Botswana and Lesotho at the Embassy of Sweden in Gaborone 1979–1982
Sten Stenbeck (member) lived in Botswana in 2007–2013. Initiated cooperation between Botswana and Sweden on environmental projects in the 
fields of water management, climate change and renewable energy.

2015 PHOTO COMPETITION
theme FRIENDS

RULES
•	 1-3	photos
•	 The	picture(s)	should	have	been	taken	by	the	member
•	 Prints,	slides,	scanned	or	digital	images
•	 Closing	date	is	31	January	2016
•	 All	entries	may	be	printed	in	Dumela	or	shown	on	BOTSFA’s	web	site

Images may be sent electronically to per@jartby.com or by mail to:
	 Per	Järtby
	 Olof	Skötkonungs	väg	25
 193 32 Sigtuna
 Sweden

The pictures will be anonymously judged by a jury to be constituted.

GOOD LUCK!

BOTSFA 
Photo 

Competition

CORRIGENDUM
In	Dumela	
No	3/2015,	we	re-
ferred	the	Mayor	
of	Vänersborgs	
Municipality,	
Marie	Dallin,	
as	Major.	
DuMelA	APologISeS	
For	tHe	error.


