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Dear Friends,  

Welcome back to yet another edition of the Botswana Embassy in Stockholm Sweden. We are 

already done with the first quarter of 2014, its true, the older you get the faster time moves. 

It has been quite a busy quarter for us here in the Embassy, with the Ambassador presenting his 

Letters of Credence to three Presidents and hosting seminars. We have been busy promoting 

Botswana as the best place to do business through trade and investment seminars, promoting 

Botswana arts through poetry as well as joining the rest of Africa in celebrating Africa Day.  

This past quarter we also saw the Botswana-Sweden Friendship Association having its Annual 

General Meeting and Mrs Julia Majaha-Järtby has been re-elected chairperson. The AGM also 

celebrated 30 years of BOTSFA’s existence.  

Thanks to everybody who has been giving us feedback. See you in the next quarter.   
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AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 

TO PRESIDENT OF FINLAND 

On 24th April, 2014, H.E Mr. Lameck Nthekela 

presented his Letters of Credence to 

President of the Republic of Finland, Mr. Sauli 

Niinistö, accrediting him as Botswana’s 

Ambassador Extraordinary Plenipotentiary to 

Finland.  

Whilst in Finland, the Ambassador had 

meetings with FinnFund, a Finnish 

development finance company, in which they 

discussed ways in which the business sector 

of Botswana and Finland could engage one 

another. The meeting also touched on Norsad 

Financing’s move from Zambia to Botswana 

and its impact on Botswana’s image. Norsad 

Finance Limited is a development finance 

institution established to contribute to the 

private sector development of Southern 

African countries, by way of availing funding  

to enterprises, it is an agreement between 

four Nordic countries Denmark, Finland, 

Norway, Sweden and eleven Southern African 

Countries Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 

Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 

Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

In fact the CEO of Botswana’s CEDA is the 

current chairperson of Norsad. 

Finland is also currently supporting the 

Southern African Innovation Support 

Programme (SAIS), programme that aims to 

develop a strategy for regional cooperation in 

innovation in the SADC region.  

The Ambassador also met with Mr. Kari 

Alanko, the Deputy Director General of the 

Department of Africa and Middle East, 

together with Mr. Jorma Suvanto, Director for 

Southern Africa and Ms. Heini Pulli, where the 

meeting discussed ways to promote business 

to business interaction.  

In addition, Ambassador Nthekela paid a 

courtesy call on Mr Peter Stenlund, Secretary 

of State – Ministry for Foreign Affairs, also 

took place. 

The presentation meeting touched on issues 

of clean technology development. Finland 

puts great emphasis on the need to develop 

and adopt clean technology to conserve the 

environment and the livelihoods of the general 

population and President Niinistö urged 

Botswana to consider engaging Finland on the 

development of a strong clean technology.  

In turn I informed the President of the clean-

tech efforts that Botswana is currently 

undertaking through the Botswana Innovation 

Hub (BIH) and appreciated the fact that the 

BIH feasibility study was conducted by a 

Finnish company, Technopolis. I Furthermore, 

I sought the Finland’s support of Botswana’s 

request at United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) for listing of the Okavango Delta 

as a heritage site. Finland is a member of 

Heritage Site Committee of UNESCO.  

 
Ambassador Nthekela and Mrs Nthekela with Honorary 
Consul of Botswana in Finland, Prof Rolf Nordström and his 
family
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PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS TO 

PRESIDENT OF LATVIA 

Mr. Andris Bērziņš, President of the Republic 

of Latvia accepted H.E Mr. Lameck Nthekela’s 

letter of Credence accrediting him as 

Botswana’s Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary.  The ceremony was held on 

15th April, 2014. 

During his visit to Latvia, Ambassador Lameck 

Nthekela paid a courtesy call on State 

Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Mr. Anderjs Pildegovičs and to Mr. Anderjs 

Klementjevs, Deputy Speaker of the Latvian 

Parlimanet known as the Saeima.   

Ambassador Nthekela also met with Mr. Rets 

Plēsums, Ambassador Director of the Second 

Bilateral Relations Department and MR. Igor 

Apokins, Ambassador at Large, Head of Asia, 

Africa and Ocean Division. The meeting 

discussed possible areas of business 

interaction between Botswana and Latvia. 

Latvia has a strong pharmaceutical industry 

as well as a strong e-commerce sector, 

something Botswana could look into.  

Latvia also has advanced medicine in dental 

health, with an unlimited number of dental 

health clinics, ophthalmology as well as 

orthopaedic specialists and is looking into 

expanding to other countries. 

The Presentation Ceremony itself was short, 

with brief discussions on the economy of 

Latvia. The President of Latvia’s advanced 

development of e-commerce, following closely 

the footsteps of Estonia. Botswana and Latvia 

could exchange visits to share experiences 

and ideas in the e-commerce field as well as 

to consider supporting each other in 

developing science parks (or innovation 

parks). In addition, cultural exchange 

programmes could enhance our bilateral 

relations, especially in view of the fact that 

Riga (Latvia’s capital) has been selected the 

“2014 European Capital of Culture” by the EU. 

AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 

IN LITHUANIA  

On 9th April, 2014, H.E. Mr. Lameck Nthekela 

presented his Letters of Credence to the 

President of the Republic of Lithuania, Ms. 

Dalia Grybauskaitė  

 

To kick-start his official business, Ambassador 

Lameck Nthekela met with Ms. Ina 

Marčiulionytė, Director, Latin America, Africa, 

Asia and the Pacific Department. Also present 

in the meeting was Mr. Valdas Steponavičius, 

Head of Division for Africa. The meeting 

acknowledged that cooperation between 

Botswana and Lithuania is on a very small 

scale if none at all. Bilateral activity in Africa is 

of very low scale, Lithuania has only one 

Embassy in Africa, situated in Egypt, which 

also covers the Middle East.  

Lithuania is very much ahead in the 

development of laser technology for industrial 

use as well as on information technology and 

the Director encouraged Botswana to consider 

Lithuanian laser technology particularly for the 

diamond cutting and ancillary processes.  

Lithuania also has a strong pharmaceutical 

industry, of which they are willing to share 

experiences and ideas on how Botswana can 

improve its pharmaceutical sector. 

In promoting tourism, Lithuania holds annual 

information seminars for locally based tour 

operators during the month of May. An event 

Botswana may be interested in taking part to 

promote Botswana tourism to Lithuanians. In 

addition, there are other annual events such 



 

Botswana Embassy                             Box 26024                    Tel: +46(8)54525880/Fax: +46(8)7230087 
Tyrgatan11, SE-10041                 Stockholm, Sweden          www.botswana.se  4 
 

as Life Sciences Expo and Book Fairs which 

Botswana might find to be of interest and 

participate in.  

Botswana continues to explore ways to 

develop further and establishments such as 

the Innovation Hub and the Diamond Park 

could utilize laser technology or investors from 

the Lithuanian industry could be encouraged 

to set up in the respective hubs.   

Ambassador Nthekela also paid a courtesy 

call on the Vice Minister in the Foreign 

Ministry, Mr. Neris Germans. The meeting 

suggested that Botswana and Lithuania could 

exchange visits to share ideas and 

experiences as emerging economies. The low 

population of both countries should make 

interaction smooth and effective. 

Ambassador Nthekela congratulated 

Lithuania’s European Union Presidency July - 

December 2013 (the first Baltic State to hold 

such a position) and also recognised her 

contributions at the UN Security Council since 

it was elected in October 2013. The 

Ambassador also sought the Vice Minister’s 

support of Botswana’s request at United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) for listing of the 

Okavango Delta as a heritage site. Lithuania 

is a member of UNESCO.  

The presentation of credentials’ ceremony 

was a short one-on-one event. President Dalia 

Grybauskaitė, lamented that the distance 

between the two countries limits trade and 

investment interaction. President showed 

great interest in Botswana tourism as 

Ambassador Nthekela explained the 

importance of the tourism sector to the 

economy of Botswana.  

Bilateral activity between Botswana and 

Lithuania is very low, almost non-existent. The 

Embassy will engage the Department of Latin 

America, Africa, Asia and the Pacific further to 

explore ways in which our two countries can 

engage one another. 

Botstock at the High Level Humanitarian 

Pledging Conference for South Sudan in 

Oslo, Norway  

His Excellency Ambassador Lameck Nthekela 

represented the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Hon Phandu Skelemani and the Government 

of Botswana at the recently held High Level 

Humanitarian Pledging Conference for South 

Sudan in Oslo, Norway on 19-20 May 2014. 

 

 

The conference was a result of a decision 

taken when key humanitarian partners met in 

Washington D.C. on April 12, 2014, to discuss 

the crisis in South Sudan, at which the co-

Chairs of the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID), the 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the 

European Union signed a Declaration 

outlining a  "Call for Action" premised on: 

stop the fighting, mobilize resources, respect 

and protect civilians.  

The conference ran over a period of two days, 

the first being the Policy Meeting at Senior 

Level on May 19, 2014 and the second being 

the High Level Pledging Conference on May 

20, 2014.  

Present at the meeting were government 

representatives from all over the world, 

representatives of the Government of the 

South Sudan, the South Sudanese Opposition 

(SPLMiO), Donors, United Nations agencies, 
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national and international non-governmental 

organisations (NGO's).  

The conference was co-hosted by the 

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs. Donors were able to 

pledge more than $610 million in new funding 

for both South Sudan and the region 

EMBASSY PROMOTES BOTSWANA’S ICT 

& CLEANTECH SECTOR 

On Wednesday 26 March 2014, the Embassy, 

in collaboration with the Botswana Innovation 

Hub and the Krinova Science Park hosted an 

ICT and Cleantech promotion seminar in the 

city of Kristianstad, four hours south of 

Stockholm. 

The purpose of the seminar was to attract 

Swedish ICT & Cleantech and innovation 

companies to establish within the Botswana 

Innovation Hub’s Science and Technology 

Park, as Sweden is well known for her world 

class innovations and technological 

advancement.  

Through Botswana’s collaboration with the 

Krinova Science Park, the seminar attracted 

30 participants from the industry, who 

received information about opportunities and 

possibilities of setting up within the Hub.  ICT 

& Cleantech Companies with inquiries of the 

BIH are requested to contact the Embassy for 

information at botstock@gov.bw. 

Among the companies present were the 

Universities of Lund and Kristianstad, of which 

the Embassy engaged to explore other areas 

of cooperation including on education. 

Companies present included; Oryx 

simulations (mining solutions), The Giraffe 

(energy), Alnarp Cleanwater (clean water 

solutions technologies, Sus Biz/Malardalen 

(environment management solutions), and 

Transfor mat (Food processing technologies) 

among others.   

BREAKFAST INVESTMENT SEMINAR, 

OSLO, NORWAY 

In an effort to promote FDI, the Embassy 

hosted a breakfast investment seminar in 

collaboration with the Norwegian African 

Business Association (NABA) in Oslo, Norway 

on May 26, 2014 and presented business 

opportunities to selected Norwegian 

companies from the sectors of mining, 

tourism, education, ICT, beef Importation and 

Business Consultancies.  

 

The seminar presented an opportunity for the 

Embassy to meet and network with Norwegian 

businesses. NABA has a link to over 4000 

European companies with operations in Africa 

and actively promotes Norwegian investments 

to Africa and vice versa.  

Ambassador Nthekela with Botswana's Honorary 
Consul in Norway, Mr Odd K. Ystgaard 
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BOTSWANA AT THE EURO MINE EXPO

The Embassy participated at the just ended 

Euro Mine Conference and Exhibition that 

took place from 

10-12 June 

2014 in 

Skelleftea, 

Sweden’s 

prominent 

meeting place 

for the Mining 

Industry.  

The conference 

presented an 

opportunity to 

network and 

make contacts with industry players from all 

over the world. Botstock was able to promote 

the Botswana Mining industry through a 

presentation on Exploration and Mining 

Investment opportunities during the 

International Investment Outlook seminar held 

on 11 June 2014. 

Participants at the 

seminar were given 

an overview of the 

Investment Climate & 

facts about 

Botswana, the vast 

opportunities within 

mineral exploration, 

mining and 

beneficiation of coal, 

diamonds, soda ash, 

uranium, Zinc, copper 

among other minerals. Furthermore, the 

presentation focused on business 

opportunities for mining technologies and 

support service companies existing within the 

Botswana Innovation Hub, to cater for the 

Southern African region and the rest of Africa. 

Other countries represented at the seminar 

were Australia, Canada, China and Colombia.   

The Embassy was accompanied by the 

organiser of the Botswana International 

Mining Expo, 

Ms. Vuyiswa 

Mojela, whom 

Botstock was 

able to 

facilitate 

several 

meetings and site visits for, in an attempt to 

attract investors and exhibitors to the 2nd 

Botswana International Mining Expo to be 

held in Gaborone in 2016. 

PROMOTION OF YOUTH FOOTBALL  

As the 

Embassy 

continues to 

explore ways 

to prmote 

youth 

development, 

particularly in 

the sporting 

field, the 

Embassy met 

with Sweden’s biggest football clubs, 

Djurgården FC and AIK FC to discuss 

collaboration with a Botswana youth football 

team scheduled to participate at the Gothia 

Cup, the World Youth Cup, in Gothenburg 14 - 

19 July 2014. These efforts are meant to 

enhance 

Botswana 

sports and 

create 

partnerships 

and 

exchanges 

that will benefit 

youngsters in 

both Sweden 

and Botswana. 

The Football 

clubs will meet with the Botswana team to 

explore areas for future collaboration during 

the tournament in Gothenburg.  

Ambassador with Mr. Leif Karlsson, Sporting Director 
Youth, AIK FC 
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AFRICA CELEBRATES  

0n 22nd May, 2014, the Embassy joined 

nineteen other African Embassies to 

commemorate Africa Day. A Seminar under 

the theme ‘Agriculture and Food Security’ with 

a panel discussion was organised as part of 

the commemorations, with panellists from the 

Nordic Africa Institute and University of 

Agricultural Sciences. The seminar was 

attended by representatives of the Swedish 

Government as well as business contacts of 

the different African Embassies in Sweden. It 

focused on governance of natural resource, 

the role of water and rural-urban migration in 

Africa and their impact on food security.  

The day ended with a cultural evening with 

dance performances from African artists and 

where all Embassies had an opportunity to 

serve guests their traditional cuisine, 

showcase their cultural outfits as well as 

promote their countries through an exhibition. 

A total of four hundred people graced the 

event.  

BOTSWANA-SWEDEN FRIENDSHIP 

ASSOCIATION HOLDS AGM 

On 8th march, 2014, the Botswana-Sweden 

Friendship Association held its Annual 

General Meeting in Stockholm, Sweden. The 

AGM gave an opportunity for friends of 

Botswana to get together, review activities of 

the past year as well as mingle and share 

experiences and news on Botswana-Sweden 

bond. Over fifty friends of Botswana, young 

and old, came together to celebrate 30 years 

of BOTSFA’s 

existence. 

A new committee was selected to lead 

BOTSFA in 2014/2015, with Mrs. Julia 

Majaha-Järtby being re-elected as 

chairperson. The rest of the committee 

members are Anders Hjertstrand, Sten 

Rylander, Birgitta Lundgren-Lindquist, Maipelo 

Mogotsi, Viera Larsson, Nelly Kabomo-

Hogård, Ulla Odqvist, Lisa Lundgren and Sten 

Stenbeck.  

 

 
Photo Credit: Per Järtby 

 

MOTSWANA POET VISITS SWEDEN 

A Motswana poet, TJ Dema, was in Sweden 

16th May, 2014 for the launch of a literature 

magazine, 10Tal, a Swedish literature 

magazine which 

aims to promote 

both Swedish and 

international poets 

and authors. A 

Swedish translated 

poem of TJ Dema 

was featured in the 

magazine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit: Per Järtby 
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LIFE OF A MOTSWANA STUDENT IN RUSSIA – BY MMOLOKI MPONA 

It’s a Saint Augustine’s metaphor; ‘The world is a 

book, those who don’t travel get static on a page.’ I 

have skimmed through a few, but the last half a 

dozen years and a bit more had me on a spun out 

hiatus in The Russian Federation, 

where I’m now on the eve of graduating with an MD 

(Doctor of Medicine).Russian scholarships are part of 

the few opportunities of their type that give Batswana 

students another route to study abroad immediately 

post O-level. It’s a fifty-fifty hand-shake on which the 

Russian government selects a few students to study 

in Russia pro bono while Botswana’s Ministry of 

Education facilitates with a living allowance through 

the Embassy in Stockholm; a so far well-oiled machine. 

Having been a resident in Russia for almost seven years, it has become a plain sail to level out 

the noise with the fascinating side of things when discussing ‘life in Russia.’ It was not always 

possible. The vital pacifier to all the elements that deem Russia distant from the world as you 

know it, is putting on an open mind, as wide as it can stretch. Russian language is one of the 

hardest languages in the world, which makes the thought of learning such a language just shy of 

a year to a level of having it as a mode of instruction for any university degree totally insane. It 

still sounds delusional, but it isn’t; pedagogy seems to qualify its ambitions. 

An average language academic year, called a preparatory faculty is 8-9 months long. It is an 

intense programme designed to equip you with all the grids of the language, amongst an 

international community half of whom don’t speak English. My first roommate spoke Portuguese, 

and that could only put gas on the pedal for both of us to acquire the common medium, which 

turned out to be a compelling challenge that I still hark back at with zeal. It is these very parts of 

travel that deepens your understanding of culture, of the differences that actually unite people 

than put them apart. We came to Russia from different parts of the world during a crest of racism 

notoriety, which arguably wasn’t entirely misplaced, but we benefited from the convenience of 

learning and assessing at close range the dialectics of both Russia’s inadequacies and stature 

domestically and internationally. All that has had a way of elevating our comprehension and 

consciousness about the world in general, which is an icing on the cake atop the education itself 

and our respective specialties.  

In conclusion, it would be a disservice to rest of Botswana Government students in Russia not to 

express our utmost gratitude to a few diplomatic officers who have had our back during the 

uneasy years, some of whom are not in Stockholm anymore. I’d like to thank the former 

Ambassador Mme Mma Rathedi, Rre Daniel Kgasa, Rre Ishmael Dabutha, Mme Pretty Machado 

and Mme Maipelo Mogotsi, it’s been a pleasure. Godspeed.  

 

***************************************** 

 


